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Liberal Smarts
Johnson relates how her liberal arts education
equipped her for an interview with a business
leader. During the summit, Johnson participated
in a group interview with Peter Scher, executive
vice president of global government relations
and public policy at JPMorgan Chase & Co.
“Our group had only about 20 minutes to
prepare for the interview,” says Johnson. “Some
had a hard time coming up with insightful
questions for Scher, but a delegate from
another liberal arts school and I had an easy
time deciding what piece of insight we wanted
. . . It seems all those philosophy classes paid
off because we had a handle on balancing the
flow of conversation with the ability to direct it.
I usually don’t believe my professors when they
say they are teaching us to think for ourselves,
but after that interview, I’m a believer.”
Incidentally, the interview slated for 20
minutes lasted a solid 45 minutes, according
Cary Fontana interviews with

to Johnson.

Singapore’s Channel 8 news.

More Than Souvenirs
In addition to witnessing trade policy in the
making and honing skills culled from a liberal
arts curriculum, Furman’s entourage valued the
APEC experience in other far-reaching ways.
“APEC not only provided me more

“I got to talk with people who are doing exactly what
Sri Krishnan Hindu Temple
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Johnson, who had never really considered living in

legitimate concerns about issues in the world.”
Cressy echoes this thinking, saying, “When you bring

Asia, says APEC served to broaden her interest in possible
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and gain experience employers are looking for,”
says Cressy.
For Fontana, who is a tour guide at

It’s Not About You 101
As always, perhaps the most essential lessons are those

will ever experience. APEC gave me a new appreciation for
people of varied backgrounds and a better understanding
of myself.”
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minister of New Zealand, John Key. Fontana,
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to the job he’s interested in.
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Fontana relishes the diversity of opinions he
encountered while meeting students during the APEC

Learn about Furman’s study away program
at <www.furman.edu/international>.
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. . . it reminds me that these are real people who have

conference: “I think that’s the main thing I’ll take away—
to always remember there are so many other viewpoints
out there. It’s nice to put a face with these different ideas

With ample time for networking with other students

cultural differences—a course whose lessons will be carried
throughout a lifetime.

“When I look back on my college
experience, I know APEC will stand out
as one of the greatest opportunities I’ve
had and one I wouldn’t have had outside
Furman University.” – Kelly Cressy
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