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WASHINGTON—SouthCaroli-
na’s U.S. senators have most of
their wealth in real estate and
took advantage of low interest
rates to refinance mortgages
last year, according to their lat-
est personal financial disclo-
sure statements.

The reports, which cover
members’ financial dealings
over the previous calendar

year, were filed in May and re-
leased this week. They report
holdings in broad ranges.

Republican Sens. Lindsey
GrahamandTimScott reported
modest personal finances com-
pared to their colleagues, some
of whom are multimillionaires.
Senators are paid $174,000 a
year.

Graham, of Seneca, had be-
tween $33,000 and $146,000 in
checking, savings and individ-
ual retirement accounts last
year. He had about $245,000 in
mutual funds and other invest-
ments.

The report shows Graham

refinanced two mortgages last
year. He now has a 30-year loan
of between $100,000 and
$250,000 on his rental property
in Washington D.C., at an inter-
est rate of 3.625 percent. The
property is valued between
$500,000 and $1million.

A mortgage of between
$50,000 and $100,000 on his pri-
mary residence in Seneca was
refinanced at 3.74 percent for
six years.

Graham also owns an unde-
veloped lot in Seneca worth be-
tween $15,000 and $50,000.

Scott, of Charleston, report-
ed $14,372 in income last year

from a retirement annuity with
Great Western Retirement Ser-
vices, but the annuity was
closed during the year.

He also sold his partnership
interest in Gideon Properties
LLC in December for between
$50,000 and $100,000. Scott had
listed the commercial real es-
tate asset in Charleston as val-
ued between $1 million and $5
million and reported between
$5,000 and $15,000 in rental in-
come from the property.

Scott who once ran an insur-
ancecompany, reportedowning

US senators report assets
Both Graham, Scott
refinanced last year
ByMary Orndorff Troyan
Washington bureau

See ASSETS, Page 5B

A festival that fills the Up-
state’s skies with hot-air bal-
loons every Memorial Day
weekend is set to kick off its
32nd year today with new
rules for smokers and restric-
tions on what bags attendees
will be allowed to carry into
Simpsonville’s Heritage Park.

The event that for decades
was known as Freedom Week-
end Aloft will have its first
year under its shortened
name, Aloft. It will also be the
first year for a new director
and an expanded menu of ac-
tivities.

But as always, organizers
will be praying for clear skies
and hoping to pack the park
from Friday to Monday.

“Our highest hopes are that
everyone comes out and has a
great time,” Executive Direc-
tor Cindy Nelson said.

This will be the first hot-air
balloon festival at the park
since a city law went into ef-
fect that prohibits smoking
during special events on city
property. Smoking will be al-
lowed in a special area near
the Charter Amphitheatre rest
rooms, Nelson said.

The festival has been
smoke-free until 5 p.m. for at
least the past three years, Nel-
son said.

“To extend it a few more
hours, we don’t feel like it’s
going to be an issue,” she said.

Last month’s Boston Mara-
thon bombings have brought
heightened concerns about
what bags people can bring to
the festival. Diaper bags and
purses smaller than a foot in
all dimensions are allowed, but
backpacks, tote bags and duf-
fel bags aren’t.

Simpsonville Police Chief
Steve Moore said about 20 city
officers will patrol the festival
during its peak, and the securi-
ty detail isn’t expected to af-
fect regular road patrols in the
rest of the city.

State constables and agents
from the State Law Enforce-
ment Division will help patrol
the park, Moore said.

Officers will look for suspi-
cious activity and anyone who
might be intoxicated and caus-
ing problems, he said. They
also usually end up giving di-
rections, telling people about
what events are happening and
getting Band-Aids for cuts —
and all that is fine by Moore.

“That’s what we do,” he
said.

Hot-air balloons and live
music will still be major parts
of the festival.

But it also has a broadened
list of interactive attractions
including zip-lining, helicopter
rides, stand-up paddle board-
ing, kayaking and the extreme
sport “slacklining.”

The food menu also has
been expanded and goes be-
yond the standard carnival
fare of corn dogs and funnel
cakes.

Gourmet food trucks will
serve up foods, and more than
40 types of craft beer will be

See ALOFT, Page 5B

Aloft
looks
to the
skies
Organizers hope good
weather draws crowd
By Paul Alongi
Staff Writer
palongi@greenvilleonline.com

Riverside High School's Gina Skrobola reacts to the cheering crowd while being honored at the
Advocates for Character and Education (ACE) Award ceremony. PHOTOS BY MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/STAFF

Unsung heroes given
their due at event

At right, Adela Mendoza,
Hispanic Alliance executive
director, awards a medal to

Beck Middle Academy’s Robert
Breede during the ceremony.
Above, Woodmont Middle

School’s Deara Craig smiles at
her family. Craig and Breede
were two of the 66 eighth-
and 12th-grade students

honored at the Kroc Center in
Greenville on Thursday.

Thirteenth Circuit Solicitor
Walt Wilkins said Thursday at
thekickoff for a summeryouth
violence intervention effort
that he wants to see juveniles
succeed but that if they join
gangs and commit crimes that
he will have no choice but to
prosecute.

Speaking at an event for
Stop the Tears from Falling,
Wilkins said his office has ap-
proximately 6,000 cases to
prosecute and about half of
them involve teens.

“I’d rather have a reduction
in juvenile statistics,” he said.

He said hehas learned in his
career that it isn’t a myth that
there are teen gangs in the Up-
state.

“Some join gangs to fill the

void (in their lives) or to ac-
quire the things theycan’tget,”
he said in the meeting at Bob
Jones University.

“Whatwewant todo is toget
teenagers to avoid violence.”

Wilkins said he rarely
misses an opportunity to speak
to groups to try to curtail youth
violence.

“It all starts right in the

Wilkins voices support for
teen violence prevention effort
By E. Richard Walton
Staff Writer
erwalton@greenvillenews.com

See TEENS, Page 5B

Ex-student gets
7 years for bar fire

A judge has ordered a
22-year-old former Univer-
sity of South Carolina stu-
dent to spend seven years
in prison and get drug,
alcohol and mental health
counseling after he ad-
mitted burning down a
Columbia bar. Theodore
Podewil IV pleaded guilty
Thursday to throwing a
firebomb at the Salty Nut
bar in January 2012. Au-
thorities say he also threw
the homemade bombs from
parking garages, at vacant
houses and trash bins.
Podewil faced up to 15
years in prison. — AP

Woman charged
in child’s death

A Columbia woman has
been arrested after a 2-
year-old boy in her care
died last weekend. Police
said Thursday that 34-year-
old Margie Hamm had
been charged with homi-
cide by child abuse. Au-
thorities say Hamm
slammed the boy’s head
into a bathtub faucet while
she was babysitting him
May 18. Richland County
Coroner Gary Watts says
the boy was having trouble
breathing, but Hamm told
authorities she put him to
bed anyway. The boy died
overnight. — AP

Sailing club to hold
open house Saturday

Western Carolina Sailing
Club, on Hartwell Lake at
5200 Westwind Way, An-
derson, is inviting the pub-
lic to a free open house on
Saturday starting at noon
and lasting until 5 p.m.
WCSC will offer a chance
to meet two members who
are former national cham-
pions. Also, there will be
sailboat rides, tours of
docks and grounds, dock
parties, games for chil-
dren, a sailing slide show
and a free sailor’s cookout.

Clemson center
honors 2

Clemson University’s
Class of 1956 Academic
Success Center honored
two individuals with newly
established university
awards — the Class of 1956
Award and the Dr. Ted
Westmoreland Award —
for their contributions to
the continuing develop-
ment of the center and its
programs. Michael Parker,
a staff member who was
the project manager for
the center’s new building,
received the Class of 1956
Award. Dennis Taylor, a
chemistry professor, re-
ceived the Dr. Ted West-
moreland Award.

Clemson names new
dean for engineering

Anand Gramopadhye,
Clemson University’s asso-
ciate vice president for
workforce development
and chairman of the indus-
trial engineering depart-
ment, has been named
dean of the College of En-
gineering and Science,
effective July 1. “Dr. Gra-
mopadhye brings with him
a wealth of leadership
experience and the entre-
preneurial skills necessary
for building partnerships
and developing strong re-
search and educational
programs,” said Provost
Doris Helms.

Deputy fired after
exposure incident

Richland County Sheriff
Leon Lott says he has fired
one of his deputies after
he demanded a woman
expose herself. Lott said
31-year-old Tracy Stephens
also was arrested Thurs-
day and charged with
criminal sexual conduct
and misconduct in office.
Lott says Stephens was
fired after an internal in-
vestigation. He had worked
for the sheriff’s depart-
ment for 18 months. — AP

LOCAL / STATE

INSIDE Weekend of events expected to draw big crowds to Grand Strand, 2B OBITUARIES, 4B

Pastor Baxter Wynn talked
about the diversity of new
people in the marketplace on
Thursday night at the annual
Upstate Diversity Leadership
Awards Dinner.

Wynn, minister of pastoral
care and community relations
for First Baptist Church in
Greenville, said everybody is

part of the family here.
And that was the theme of

the night at the TD Conven-
tion Center: embracing differ-
ences.

The ninth annual banquet
honored companies and indi-
viduals for their efforts to
embrace differences.

“It’s all about celebrating
diversity,” said Liz Keith of
St. Francis Hospital, which re-
ceived an award during the
evening.

The event was presented
by Bon Secours St. Francis
Health System and hosted by
the Greenville Chamber of
Commerce and the Riley In-
stitute at Furman, in partner-
ship with the Anderson,
Greer, Simpsonville and Spar-
tanburg chambers.

Juan Johnston, who con-
ducts diversity training at the
Riley Institute at Furman,

Awards honor progress in diversity

See AWARDS, Page 5B

By E. Richard Walton
Staff writer
erwalton@greenvilleonline.com
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STORES OPEN

9AM ON

MEMORIAL DAY

Memorial Day
Sale & Clearance
Event Now through Monday, May 27!

Hurry in for the Best Selection! Here's just some of
the 100s of Items on Sale Throughout the Store!

For your nearest Stein Mart store visit www.steinmart.com or call 1-888-steinmart.
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Any One Sale Item
20%

off
EXTRA SAVINGS
�� ��� ���	 
���	

One time use per transaction on 1 sale item.
Cannot be combinedwith other coupon offers
on this item. Excludes RedDot Clearance, Gift
Cards, Fabulous Finds, BOGO,MadDash&
Doorbustermerchandise. Not valid on previously
purchasedmerchandise.May be usedwith
SteinMartMasterCard® Rewards Certificates.
Couponmust be surrendered at time of sale.
Valid through 5/27/2013 in participating stores.
Reproductionswill not be accepted. Not for use
by SteinMart associates.

Through
Monday

7002001020502929

Any One Sale Item
20%

off
EXTRA SAVINGS
�� ��� ���	 
���	

One time use per transaction on 1 sale item.
Cannot be combinedwith other coupon offers
on this item. Excludes RedDot Clearance, Gift
Cards, Fabulous Finds, BOGO,MadDash&
Doorbustermerchandise. Not valid on previously
purchasedmerchandise.May be usedwith
SteinMartMasterCard® Rewards Certificates.
Couponmust be surrendered at time of sale.
Valid through 5/27/2013 in participating stores.
Reproductionswill not be accepted. Not for use
by SteinMart associates.

7002001020744547

Entire Purchase of
Red Dot Clearance

40%
off

EXTRA SAVINGS ��
Our Already Reduced Prices

Valid on all RedDot Clearance items. Cannot
be combinedwith other coupon offers on
these items. Not valid on previously purchased
merchandise.May be usedwith SteinMart
MasterCard® Rewards certificates. Couponmust
be surrendered at time of sale. Valid through
5/27/2013 in participating stores. Reproductions
will not be accepted.Shoes at 25%off.

7002001040663149

Through
Monday

Through
Monday

Take an extra 10% off your entire purchase
when using Stein Mart Style credit cards
Friday 5/24 through Monday 5/27/13.

Subject to credit approval. Some exclusions apply. See store associate for details. Discount is on purchases made in Stein Mart only and excludes online and

gift card purchases. The Stein Mart Style Platinum MasterCard® is issued by GE Capital Retail Bank pursuant to a license by MasterCard® International, Inc.

Sale 13.96 to 17.46
Men’s swimwear
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Men's Famous Maker
colored shorts
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Sale
29.96

Sale
30% OFF

Ladies fashion watches
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Sale
30% OFF

Sale
24.96

Sale
9.96

Sale
14.96

Sale
50% OFF

Sale 22.96
& 32.96

Dresses
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Sale 11.86 to 24.46
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Sale 13.96 to 34.96
Ladies swimwear
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ExclusivelyOurs Tyler Rodan
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Sale
30% OFF

LAST DAYSHOME EVENT
G
N
-0
10
06
96
15
2

90-DAY
IN-HOME TRIAL

PRICE
GUARANTEE

WE SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

Save $100
off MSRP

• Powerful!
• Lightweight!
• Easy To Use!

Oreck Deluxe Canister

MEMORIAL SALE!

Recycle your old vacuum and
receive instant Miele savings!

Receive up to a
$100 trade-in
allowance
toward the

purchase of any
new Miele vacuum

The Famous
Oreck® XL®
Classic
Upright

$169 Reg
$199

Reg $149

$89
Oreck®

ProShield®
Air Purifier

Reg $349

$169

SERVICE SAVINGS!VINGS!VINGGS!
WE REPAIR ANY VACUUM
We repair ALL Brands, ALL Makes, ALL
Models...Dyson, Panasonic, Eureka,
Kirby, Hoover, Electrolux, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
REPAIR ANY BRAND
$20 Plus Parts

Present this ad.
Expires June 1, 2013

Cordless Oreck
Steam Iron

Oreck®

Steam Glide®

Steam Mop

Oreck®

VersaVac®

As Seen
On TV

Reg $69
Reg
$99

Reg $249
$49 $69

Cirrus
Cordless
Broom

Reg $119

p

C

$89 $169

SHOP
EARLY

!

SUPPL
IES LIM

ITED!

PLUS MORE IN-STORE
SPECIALS!

FINAL
WEEK!

GN-0100696473

SHOPS AT GREENRIDGE
1125 Woodruff Rd (across from Lowes)

www.VacSelect.com

QUALITY • VALUE • SERVICE

www.facebook.com/VacSelect

864-286-6505
Mon-Sat
10-6,

Closed Sun

Rebecca “Becky”
Wood Stikeleather, 66,
of Boiling Springs, SC,
went home to be with
the Lord on Wednes-
day, May 22, 2013,
at Spartanburg Re-
gional Medical Center.
Born April 26, 1947, in
Greenville and raised
in Greer, SC, she was
the daughter of the late
James Arthur and Inez
BurgessWood.
A loving wife,

mother, grandmother,
and friend, Mrs. Stike-
leather was a member
of Lake Bowen Baptist
Church and the Joe
White Sunday School
Class. She was em-
ployed at Springfield,
LLC (formerlyM. Low-
enstein and Springs
Ind.) for 48 years. She
was also a member of
the American Legion
Post 200 Ladies Auxil-
iary and a graduate of
GreerHigh School.
Surviving is her

loving husband of 42
years, Ron Stikeleath-
er; daughter, Dianne
Crocker and her hus-
bandMichaelof Inman,
SC; grandson, Noah
William Crocker; and
brother-in-law, James
Henerey of Duncan,
SC. In addition to her
parents, she is prede-
ceasedbya sister,Betty

Henerey.
Visitation will be

4:00-6:00 PM Saturday,
May25, 2013, atFloyd’s
BoilingSpringsChapel,
4161 Hwy 9 N, Boil-
ing Springs, SC 29316.
Funeral services will
be conducted at 2:00
PM Sunday, May 26,
2013, at Lake Bowen
Baptist Church, by the
Rev. Mark Williams.
Burial will be in Boiling
Springs Memorial Gar-
dens.
Memorials may be

made to Lake Bowen
Baptist Church, 404
Sugar Ridge Road, In-
man, SC 29349.
The family is at the

home of Dianne and
Michael Crocker, 164
N. Woodfin Ridge
Drive, Inman, SC
29349.
An online guest

register is available at
www.floydmortuary.
com
Floyd’s Boiling

Springs Chapel

Rebecca Wood Stikeleather
Boiling Spring

Please visit www.sul-
livanbrosmortuary.com
for details.

Janice L. Gaffney
Greenville

panies, including NWN
Corp., have relocated to
the Upstate as a result of
visitingGreenvilleduring
a Synnex conference.

Greenville is home to
Fremont, Calif.-based
Synnex’s U.S. distribution
headquarters.

This year’s event will
bringmore than1,400peo-
ple here, resulting in a
projected economic im-

pact of more than $2 mil-
lion during its four-day
span.

Synnex’s consumer
electronics division, New
Age Electronics, has de-
cided to move its annual
customer meeting from
Chicago to Greenville to
participate in the Synnex
event this year.

That conference will
bring an additional 150
people here, Stegner said.

Buses will be used to
transport conference at-
tendees fromhotels to the
TD Convention Center,
where the conferencewill

be held.
The last night of the

conference is when Syn-
nex hosts its Share the
Magic fundraiser, a cele-
bration that includes a
dinner,a liveauctionanda
concert.

Proceeds from Share
the Magic benefit local
charities such as Pendle-
tonPlace forChildrenand
Families, Make-A-Wish
South Carolina, A Child’s
Haven, and Clement’s
Kindness.

Share theMagic raised
more than $1.2 million in
its first two years.

SYNNEX
Continued from Page 7A

between $15,000 and
$50,000 in Allstate Insur-
ance stock.

Amonghis other assets
wasapartnership interest
in Rivertown Invest-
ments LLC in Summer-
ville, a residential real es-
tate investment worth be-
tween $100,000 and

$250,000.
He also collected inter-

est andcapital gainsofbe-
tween $10,000 and $30,000
from an installment note
with theDanMartinCaro-
linaInsuranceGroup.The
total value was listed at
between $250,000 and
$500,000.

Scott reported be-
tween $35,000 and
$283,000 in checking and
savings accounts, life in-
surance policies and his
state retirement.

Under liabilities, Scott
refinanced amortgage on
commercial property in
Charleston for between
$500,000and$1millionfor
12 years at 4.625 percent.

He also reported a
mortgage of between
$50,000 and $100,000 on
property in Goose Creek
at 6.375 percent for 15
years, and another on his
personal residence in
Charleston of between
$100,000 and $250,000 at
5.875percent for20years.

ASSETS
Continued from Page 1B

available in three-ounce
samples or whole bottles
near a set of dueling pianos.

City Councilwoman Syl-
via Lockaby said weather
will be key and that she is
hoping for a sellout. “As
long as they can park the
cars, I guess they’ll bring
them in,” she said.

The festival started in
1982 at what was then known
as Donaldson Center before
moving to Anderson and
then to Simpsonville in 2007.

Nelson said she would
like this year’s attendance to
hit 100,000, which would be a
record for Heritage Park.
That would be more than
five times Simpsonville’s
population.

Mayor Perry Eichor, who
was once opposed to allow-
ing the festival at Heritage
Park, changed his mind
about the event after last
year’s installment.

“They’ve got a change in
leadership now,” Eichor
said. “They’re working with
people. They’re enthused.
They’ve got the right idea.”

Aloft’s charitable partner
is Center for Developmental
Services.

“That’s why Aloft exists,”
Nelson said.

The gates open at 4 p.m.
Friday. Outshyne plays the
amphitheater at 7:30 p.m.,
followed by Emerson Drive
at 8 p.m. and Kip Moore at
9:30 p.m.

Parking is $5, and admis-
sion is $15.

For more information, go
to aloft.org.

■ Reach Paul Alongi at 864-
298-4746 or on Twitter
@pfatgn.

ALOFT
Continued from Page 1B

home,”hesaid. “Ifyouuse
drugsorviolenceathome,
what do you think the kids
are going to do?”

Wilkins said parents
can educate their kids “to

do the right thing and
study to get those $100
shoes” or they can teach
them to use a gun to steal
someone’s shoes.

Wilkins said he ap-
plauds Stop the Tears
from Falling, a group of
teenswho are trying to in-
tervene to help curb teen
violenceundertheauspic-
es ofPaulGuy’s groupBe-

yond Differences.
Guy said frequently

teens are learning how to
handle violence in middle
school. They copy each
other many times and
their behavior reflects
their groups, he said.

“How do you walk
away from conflict and
retain your self respect?”
he asked.

TEENS
Continued from Page 1B

said there are 1,200
graduates statewide of
the diversity leadership
training. The classes are
conducted in Greenville,
Charleston and Colum-
bia.

Nika White, vice
president of diversity
and inclusion at the
Greenville Chamber,

said chambers statewide
are embracing diversity.
White said 50 chambers
are involved in various
forms of a diversity pro-
ject.

TD Bank received the
Outstanding Business
Award, and David Esch
received the Outstanding
Contribution to Interna-
tional Diversity Award.

Bon Secours St. Fran-
cis Health System re-
ceived the Outstanding
Nonprofit Organization
Award, while Merry-

wood Elementary School
received the K-12 School:
William “Bill” T. Wylie
Valued Lives Award for
School Excellence in Di-
versity.

Bremond “Bre” Byrd
received the Outstanding
High School Student
Award, and Alyssa Gillis
was awarded the Out-
standing College Student
Award.

Marie Majarais Smith
received the Calder D.
Ehrmann Outstanding
Individual Award.

AWARDS
Continued from Page 1B

CHARLESTON — A fed-
eral judgehasscheduleda
hearing to formally settle
lawsuits challenging the
$650 million deepening of
the Savannah River ship-
pingchannel.

A tentative settlement
was reached last month
and U.S. District Judge

RichardGergelisslatedto
hold a hearing next
Wednesday inCharleston.

Environmental groups
andaSouthCarolinaagen-
cysued lastyear, contend-
ing deepening the 32-mile
shipping channel will
dredgeup toxic cadmium.

Under the settlement,
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers would have to per-

formmoremitigation, the
Georgia Ports Authority
would provide more than
$25 million in conserva-
tion efforts and transfer
2,000 acres of salt marsh
toSouthCarolina.

The plaintiffs could go
back to court if tests of
equipment designed to re-
plenish oxygen in the wa-
terdonotwork.

Hearing set to settle dredging suits
The Associated Press

Product: GREBrd PubDate: 05-24-2013 Zone: GN Edition: 1 Page: News-F User: mredinger Time: 05-23-2013 23:29 Color: CMYK


