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Weekend of events expected to draw big crowds to Grand Strand, 2B
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LOCAL / STATE
Ex-student gets
7 years for bar fire
A judge has ordered a
22-year-old former University of South Carolina student to spend seven years
in prison and get drug,
alcohol and mental health
counseling after he admitted burning down a
Columbia bar. Theodore
Podewil IV pleaded guilty
Thursday to throwing a
firebomb at the Salty Nut
bar in January 2012. Authorities say he also threw
the homemade bombs from
parking garages, at vacant
houses and trash bins.
Podewil faced up to 15
years in prison. — AP

Both Graham, Scott
refinanced last year
By Mary Orndorff Troyan
Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — South Carolina’s U.S. senators have most of
their wealth in real estate and
took advantage of low interest
rates to refinance mortgages
last year, according to their latest personal financial disclosure statements.
The reports, which cover
members’ financial dealings
over the previous calendar

year, were filed in May and released this week. They report
holdings in broad ranges.
Republican Sens. Lindsey
Graham and Tim Scott reported
modest personal finances compared to their colleagues, some
of whom are multimillionaires.
Senators are paid $174,000 a
year.
Graham, of Seneca, had between $33,000 and $146,000 in
checking, savings and individual retirement accounts last
year. He had about $245,000 in
mutual funds and other investments.
The report shows Graham

refinanced two mortgages last
year. He now has a 30-year loan
of between $100,000 and
$250,000 on his rental property
in Washington D.C., at an interest rate of 3.625 percent. The
property is valued between
$500,000 and $1 million.
A mortgage of between
$50,000 and $100,000 on his primary residence in Seneca was
refinanced at 3.74 percent for
six years.
Graham also owns an undeveloped lot in Seneca worth between $15,000 and $50,000.
Scott, of Charleston, reported $14,372 in income last year

Clemson names new
dean for engineering
Anand Gramopadhye,
Clemson University’s associate vice president for
workforce development
and chairman of the industrial engineering department, has been named
dean of the College of Engineering and Science,
effective July 1. “Dr. Gramopadhye brings with him
a wealth of leadership
experience and the entrepreneurial skills necessary
for building partnerships
and developing strong research and educational
programs,” said Provost
Doris Helms.

Deputy fired after
exposure incident
Richland County Sheriff
Leon Lott says he has fired
one of his deputies after
he demanded a woman
expose herself. Lott said
31-year-old Tracy Stephens
also was arrested Thursday and charged with
criminal sexual conduct
and misconduct in office.
Lott says Stephens was
fired after an internal investigation. He had worked
for the sheriff’s department for 18 months. — AP

See ASSETS, Page 5B

Organizers hope good
weather draws crowd
By Paul Alongi
Staff Writer
palongi@greenvilleonline.com

The event was presented
by Bon Secours St. Francis
Health System and hosted by
the Greenville Chamber of
Commerce and the Riley Institute at Furman, in partnership with the Anderson,
Greer, Simpsonville and Spartanburg chambers.
Juan Johnston, who conducts diversity training at the
Riley Institute at Furman,

A festival that fills the Upstate’s skies with hot-air balloons every Memorial Day
weekend is set to kick off its
32nd year today with new
rules for smokers and restrictions on what bags attendees
will be allowed to carry into
Simpsonville’s Heritage Park.
The event that for decades
was known as Freedom Weekend Aloft will have its first
year under its shortened
name, Aloft. It will also be the
first year for a new director
and an expanded menu of activities.
But as always, organizers
will be praying for clear skies
and hoping to pack the park
from Friday to Monday.
“Our highest hopes are that
everyone comes out and has a
great time,” Executive Director Cindy Nelson said.
This will be the first hot-air
balloon festival at the park
since a city law went into effect that prohibits smoking
during special events on city
property. Smoking will be allowed in a special area near
the Charter Amphitheatre rest
rooms, Nelson said.
The festival has been
smoke-free until 5 p.m. for at
least the past three years, Nelson said.
“To extend it a few more
hours, we don’t feel like it’s
going to be an issue,” she said.
Last month’s Boston Marathon bombings have brought
heightened concerns about
what bags people can bring to
the festival. Diaper bags and
purses smaller than a foot in
all dimensions are allowed, but
backpacks, tote bags and duffel bags aren’t.
Simpsonville Police Chief
Steve Moore said about 20 city
officers will patrol the festival
during its peak, and the security detail isn’t expected to affect regular road patrols in the
rest of the city.
State constables and agents
from the State Law Enforcement Division will help patrol
the park, Moore said.
Officers will look for suspicious activity and anyone who
might be intoxicated and causing problems, he said. They
also usually end up giving directions, telling people about
what events are happening and
getting Band-Aids for cuts —
and all that is fine by Moore.
“That’s what we do,” he
said.
Hot-air balloons and live
music will still be major parts
of the festival.
But it also has a broadened
list of interactive attractions
including zip-lining, helicopter
rides, stand-up paddle boarding, kayaking and the extreme
sport “slacklining.”
The food menu also has
been expanded and goes beyond the standard carnival
fare of corn dogs and funnel
cakes.
Gourmet food trucks will
serve up foods, and more than
40 types of craft beer will be
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Riverside High School's Gina Skrobola reacts to the cheering crowd while being honored at the
Advocates for Character and Education (ACE) Award ceremony. PHOTOS BY MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/STAFF

Unsung heroes given
their due at event

Clemson center
honors 2
Clemson University’s
Class of 1956 Academic
Success Center honored
two individuals with newly
established university
awards — the Class of 1956
Award and the Dr. Ted
Westmoreland Award —
for their contributions to
the continuing development of the center and its
programs. Michael Parker,
a staff member who was
the project manager for
the center’s new building,
received the Class of 1956
Award. Dennis Taylor, a
chemistry professor, received the Dr. Ted Westmoreland Award.

from a retirement annuity with
Great Western Retirement Services, but the annuity was
closed during the year.
He also sold his partnership
interest in Gideon Properties
LLC in December for between
$50,000 and $100,000. Scott had
listed the commercial real estate asset in Charleston as valued between $1 million and $5
million and reported between
$5,000 and $15,000 in rental income from the property.
Scott who once ran an insurance company, reported owning

Aloft
looks
to the
skies

A Columbia woman has
been arrested after a 2year-old boy in her care
died last weekend. Police
said Thursday that 34-yearold Margie Hamm had
been charged with homicide by child abuse. Authorities say Hamm
slammed the boy’s head
into a bathtub faucet while
she was babysitting him
May 18. Richland County
Coroner Gary Watts says
the boy was having trouble
breathing, but Hamm told
authorities she put him to
bed anyway. The boy died
overnight. — AP

Western Carolina Sailing
Club, on Hartwell Lake at
5200 Westwind Way, Anderson, is inviting the public to a free open house on
Saturday starting at noon
and lasting until 5 p.m.
WCSC will offer a chance
to meet two members who
are former national champions. Also, there will be
sailboat rides, tours of
docks and grounds, dock
parties, games for children, a sailing slide show
and a free sailor’s cookout.
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At right, Adela Mendoza,
Hispanic Alliance executive
director, awards a medal to
Beck Middle Academy’s Robert
Breede during the ceremony.
Above, Woodmont Middle
School’s Deara Craig smiles at
her family. Craig and Breede
were two of the 66 eighthand 12th-grade students
honored at the Kroc Center in
Greenville on Thursday.

Wilkins voices support for
teen violence prevention effort
By E. Richard Walton
Staff Writer
erwalton@greenvillenews.com

Thirteenth Circuit Solicitor
Walt Wilkins said Thursday at
the kickoff for a summer youth
violence intervention effort
that he wants to see juveniles
succeed but that if they join
gangs and commit crimes that
he will have no choice but to
prosecute.

Speaking at an event for
Stop the Tears from Falling,
Wilkins said his office has approximately 6,000 cases to
prosecute and about half of
them involve teens.
“I’d rather have a reduction
in juvenile statistics,” he said.
He said he has learned in his
career that it isn’t a myth that
there are teen gangs in the Upstate.
“Some join gangs to fill the

void (in their lives) or to acquire the things they can’t get,”
he said in the meeting at Bob
Jones University.
“What we want to do is to get
teenagers to avoid violence.”
Wilkins said he rarely
misses an opportunity to speak
to groups to try to curtail youth
violence.
“It all starts right in the
See TEENS, Page 5B

Awards honor progress in diversity
By E. Richard Walton
Staff writer
erwalton@greenvilleonline.com

Pastor Baxter Wynn talked
about the diversity of new
people in the marketplace on
Thursday night at the annual
Upstate Diversity Leadership
Awards Dinner.
Wynn, minister of pastoral
care and community relations
for First Baptist Church in
Greenville, said everybody is
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part of the family here.
And that was the theme of
the night at the TD Convention Center: embracing differences.
The ninth annual banquet
honored companies and individuals for their efforts to
embrace differences.
“It’s all about celebrating
diversity,” said Liz Keith of
St. Francis Hospital, which received an award during the
evening.
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