
Class of 2003 
 
Eileen Chiaro, First Place 
Hilton Head Preparatory School 
Hilton Head Island, SC 
Eilieen created the group “Girl Talk,” in which she recruited high school girls to 
work together with younger girls facing the critical middle school years to 
improve self-esteem, encourage independence and academic success and a 
healthy attitude and lifestyle. 
 
Kristen Kennedy, Second Place 
Trinity Collegiate 
Darlington, SC 
Kristen founded R.E.A.D. (Reading Encouragement and Development), who 
main objective was to encourage children’s participation at the library.  Kristen 
and students from her high school met with elementary students in Darlington 
County each week and read books to the children, as well as designing activities 
for the children to complete that coincided with the theme of the book.   
 
Anna Ready, Second Place 
Emerald High School 
Greenwood, SC 
Anna created “November’s Newest,” a voter registration drive at Emerald HS.  
She worked with other students to get more than 80% of her senior class 
registered to vote for the 2004 presidential election.  Within the drive, Anna and 
other students showed registered voters how to register to vote, how to operate 
voting machines, and how to vote absentee. 
 
Heather Beasley, Third Place 
Euclid High School 
Euclid, OH 
Heather worked with students in her high school to create voter awareness 
thorugh a “meet the candidates” campaign.  In addition to registering students to 
vote, Heather held an evening event, in which she invited local candidates to 
meet students at the school and have students ask candidates questions prior to 
voting. 
 
Miguel Cavazos, Third Place 
Prepa Tec, Santa Catarina 
Nuevo León, Mexico 
Miguel gathered students from his high school to mentor younger elementary 
and middle school students in a youth activity program.  Along with helping 
students with schoolwork, Miguel’s volunteers participated in several public 



events with the students and encouraged them to get involved in activities and 
leadership programs in their city. 
 
Kirsten Coleman 
Southside High School 
Greenville, SC 
Kirsten worked with students at Southside to create a recycling program for 
YMCA children to learn about the recycling process and how to practice those 
skills at home.  Using the YMCA Judson Community Center, Kirsten held four 
classes for the students and had volunteers help her with many projects related 
to recycling.  
 
Kasey Creswell  
Hillcrest High School 
Simpsonville, SC 
Kasey’s project objective was to make the students at her school, in South 
Carolina, and in the nation more aware of the importance of voting and 
participating in the democratic process.  In addition to helping register voters for 
the election, Kasey spoke at several youth conventions and promoted the 
national young voters group, Freedom’s Answer. 
 
Susanna Ratsavong 
Garfield High School 
Akron, OH 
Susanna donated the project money she received from EPL to Garfield HS and 
helped to fund a computer exchange/rental program for low income students 
who could not afford technology at home, which she set up with her English 
teacher.  
 
Mary Utsey 
Hillcrest High School 
Simpsonville, SC  
Mary completed an English as a Second Language program for Hispanic 
individuals in her community.  
 
Andrew Waters 
Christ Church Episcopal School 
Greenville, SC  
Andy raised money for improvements to be made to the Patient Lounge at 
Shriner’s Hospital, a facility of the Greenville Memorial Hospital.  Andy and 
other students began a letter writing campaign for the improvements, which 
raised $4,100 in donations.   
 
 


