
Kenan Sakarcan, 1st place  
Spring Valley High School 
Columbia, SC 
Kenan started “Got Warmth?” a service project to collect quality used and new sleeping 
bags to protect his area’s homeless from exposure.  Kenan worked with a diverse 
spectrum of community members to collect 234 sleeping bags that he personally 
distributed to Columbia’s homeless. 
 
Emily Cinquemani, 2nd place  
St. Joseph’s High School 
Greenville, SC 
Emily created “Readers Rock!” a service project to motivate elementary school students 
to value and enjoy reading by increasing the availability of reading materials to 
underprivileged children.  Emily worked with publishing companies to secure book 
donations and then distributed them to need-based organizations around her area. 
 
Hannah Keefer, 3rd place  
Pinewood Preparatory School 
Summerville, SC 
Hannah created an International Club at her school.  The club’s purpose is to support 
and plan activities for international students from around the world that attend her 
school as part of a study-away program.  The activities occur quarterly and have 
included beach trips and dinners downtown. 
 
Stephanny Jimenez, Honorable Mention  
Greenville High School 
Greenville, SC 
Stephanny wanted to decrease the amount of environmental waste by starting a 
student-led composting system at her high school.  Stephanny installed a small 
composting system on school grounds that contained yard debris collected by student 
volunteers. 
Other EPL Participants: 
 
Amit Bilgi 
Southside High School 
Greenville, SC 
Amit led an environmental awareness initiative within his community.  He put together 
kits filled with various pamphlets and sustainable items, such as “green” light bulbs 
and trash bags and distributed them to various community organizations like churches 
and after-school programs.  He hopes to expand his project by holding an 
environmental awareness conference in 2012. 
 
 



Sarah Katherine DeVenny 
Lancaster High School 
Lancaster, SC 
Sarah Katherine decided to address her area’s poor literacy rate and low test scores by 
partnering with numerous community organizations to encourage young children and 
their parents to read.  She organized a “Family Read-in Night” at an early childhood 
center.  The event included a special presentation by a local library representative 
followed by the opportunity for each child to choose a book to take home. 
 
Max Kayton 
St. James High School 
Myrtle Beach, SC 
Noticing that individuals ages 18 to 29 were the least enthusiastic group of registered 
voters, Max decided to raise awareness about political issues and encourage more 
people from his generation to get out and vote.  Max did this by creating a publicity 
video about registering to vote and distributed pre-stamped envelopes for voter 
registration forms to his fellow students. 
 
Benjamin Ramsey 
Riverside High School 
Greer, SC 
While volunteering at a soup kitchen, Ben began to think about bicycles as being the 
sole means of transportation for many of his area’s homeless population and their need 
for bike repair and locks.  For his service project he worked with a local bike repair shop 
to offer free repair as needed and has contacted other community organizations to 
donate racks and locks to be installed outside of local need-based organizations. 
 
Sanjana Rao 
Jesuit High School 
Portland, OR 
For her service project, Sanjana worked with the Portland After School Tennis and 
Education, a program that offers year-round one-on-one tutoring for students as well as 
free tennis instruction.  Sanjana recruited high school and adult volunteers to assist with 
the program, promoted the organization at major tennis events and within the Indian 
community and raised over $500 by fundraising. 
 
Trenton Smith 
North Myrtle Beach High School 
Myrtle Beach, SC 
Aware that abundant public access and high tourism rates were affecting the quality of 
his area’s beaches, Trenton partnered with his school’s Biology Club and the town’s 
administration to organize a “beach sweep”, a one-day event where he and his peers 



cleaned up a designated beach access and the surrounding area.  Trenton plans to work 
with the Adpot-a-Landing program to provide long-term care and upkeep.  
 
Ryan Stevens 
Belton-Honea Path High School 
Belton, SC 
Ryan worked with his school’s student council to donate desserts to be served at a local 
homeless shelter’s annual Thanksgiving meal.  He worked with the student council and 
school administrators to facilitate a field trip for volunteers to present the donations 
personally.   
 
Joni Ware 
Broome High School 
Spartanburg, SC 
Noticing a high rate of teen pregnancy and STIs at her high school, Joni decided to 
center her service project on abstinence-awareness.  She worked with her school’s 
student government and administration to organize a speaker program encouraging 
young men and women to remain abstinent. 


