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SOUTH CAROLINA CENTER FOR CHILDREN’S BOOKS AND LITERACY/COCKY’S 
READING EXPRESS
 
Summary 
When the School of Library and Information Science launched Children, Libraries, and 
Literacy in 2005, it crafted a statewide initiative to reduce illiteracy in South Carolina 
by taking a fresh and tactically new approach.  Our ultimate goal is to reduce the cycle 
of illiteracy among South Carolina’s children and adults, particularly in underserved 
or disadvantaged communities.  Through a combination of resources, outreach and 
publishing, Children, Libraries, and Literacy and the University of South Carolina as a 
whole are today making a positive contribution to South Carolina’s future.  

The initiative is led from the South Carolina Center for Children’s Books and Literacy 
(SCCCBL), the state’s Library of Congress designated book examination and preview 
center. SCCCBL supports university students, faculty, staff, educators, parents and the 
general public by identifying quality children’s and young adult literature and materials. 
Books are evaluated and recommended for classrooms, libraries and use in literacy 
outreach.  The professional librarians at SCCCBL also track trends in publishing for 
children and young adults.

SCCCBL is also the home of Cocky’s Reading Express™ (CRE), a powerful literacy 
program that has reached school children in all 46 of the state’s counties.  Since our 
founding nine years ago, we have developed a family literacy initiative that focuses 
not only upon traditional literacy skills but also life skills including financial, nutritional, 
healthcare and environmental literacies. CRE was created by student government 
leaders at the University of South Carolina. Incorporating our university’s wildly popular 
mascot, Cocky, CRE’s student volunteers show the value of reading to the potential next 
generation of college students.   Our USC students and staff have contributed more than 
6400 volunteer hours and distributed over 72,000 books to South Carolina children and 
families.  

Because SCCCBL is the state’s examination center and because we work with librarians 
and teachers in the field, we have recognized a void in the great stories a state should 
be able to tell about itself.  To fill this void, in 2012 we created Young Palmetto Books 
for young readers.  This series, published by the University of South Carolina Press, 
highlights South Carolina writers and subjects in smartly crafted children’s and young-adult 
books featuring educational themes and supporting materials for teachers and parents.   
As these books are published, they are incorporated into SCCCBL’s collection, used in 
teaching and continuing education and donated to our outreach communities. 

These three components make Children, Libraries, and Literacy a holistic response to 
SC’s illiteracy problem, and engage our university in many ways.  Undergraduate and 
graduate students evaluate and incorporate topical books and materials into their field 
work; our students, faculty and staff serve our state by volunteering with our outreach 
program and our University Press is able to directly publish books that will have an 
immediate outlet and impact in classrooms, libraries and homes.  This multi-faceted 
approach to raising our literacy rate is making lasting changes 

Demographics
• Target Settings: Urban, suburban, rural
• Target Groups Served: Underserved students statewide
• Districts Served: Statewide; has visited every county in South Carolina



Research and Evaluation
What national or other research was considered during the development of this program/initiative?  Describe the evidence that shows 
the program/initiative works. 

Reading research shows that children who get off to a poor start in reading rarely catch up. Several studies 
have documented that the poor first-grade reader almost invariably continues to be a poor reader (Francis, 
Shaywitz, Stuebing, Shaywitz, & Fletcher, 1996; Torgesen & Burgess, 1998). Conversely, children who read 
more have a larger vocabulary, better comprehension skills, and are motivated to read even more as described 
in the “Matthew effects in reading” (Stanovich, 1986). Thus, while seemingly simple, our goal to motivate 
children to read more has broad outcomes across the spectrum of early literacy.

Program outcomes are measured through surveys, eReader data, and school assessment data. Student 
survey data from 2013-2014 shows an increase of 20% of students who like to read. Similarly 16% more 
students report reading every day. eReader data reports students have opened eBooks over 2,400 times 
and read for over 9,000 minutes. Teacher testimonials about the eReaders are positive: “The eReaders 
have allowed my students to hear stories read to them on a consistent basis.  My low students are enjoying 
stories that they would have not been able to read to themselves at this time.  More students can benefit from 
technology in the classroom.” 

We continue to motivate children to read, to motivate children to read more and to encourage children to read 
more widely.

Resources
• Annual Cost: $200,000
• Funding Sources:  Our programs are funded by foundation, federal and state sources.  Some of our   
 grant providers include BP America, BILO, Verizon, and the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family   
 Literacy, The Sunshine House and Central Carolina Community Foundation. 
• Staffing Needs: Our staff consists of an Executive Director, a Cocky’s Reading Express Program  
 Coordinator, a Collections Coordinator and three part-time graduate assistants.  Additional staff to   
 expand our outreach initiative would include a grant and budget person and an assessment expert.
• Infrastructure/Equipment Needs: Need to add WIFI to the CRE bus and provide more eReaders to the   
 children in the CRE programs.  We are also actively seeking funds for research and expansion.
• Partner Organizations:  As an outreach of the School of Library and Information Science, we have   
 many partner organizations including The Richland Library, The Arnold School of Public Health, The   
 Young Lawyers Division of the SC Bar, Richland School District 1 and The University Press. 
 
Contact Information
Kim Shealy Jeffcoat, Executive Director, SCCCBL
kimj@sc.edu
803.777.2744
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USC mascot ‘Cocky’ with children

Students with e-Readers


