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Welcome
Trip DuBard

Executive Director, South Carolina Future Minds

Lunch

A Conversation with Molly Spearman 
State Superintendent of Education 

Hosted by Linda O’Bryon

President and CEO, South Carolina ETV

A Look at Our 2015 Finalists
Don Gordon 

Executive Director, The Riley Institute at Furman

Parents as Teachers SC, South Carolina First Steps

Reach Out and Read Carolinas

The Teacher Cadet Program

Presentation of Awards
Dick Riley

former two-term Governor of South Carolina and U.S. Secretary of Education

Closing 
Trip DuBard

About Molly Spearman 
Molly Spearman has been South Carolina’s state superintendent of education 

since 2014. Her career has spanned 18 years as a public school music 

teacher and an assistant principal. In addition to teaching and administration, 

she has served four terms as a member of the South Carolina House of 

Representatives, six years as deputy superintendent of the South Carolina 

Department of Education, and ten years as the executive director of the South 

Carolina Association of School Administrators. She holds degrees from Lander 

University, George Washington University, and the University of South Carolina. 



2015 Award Finalists

Parents as Teachers SC, South Carolina First Steps

Parents as Teachers (PAT) is an evidence-based early childhood home visiting program (for families 

of children prenatal through age five) that builds strong communities, thriving families, and children 

who are healthy, safe and ready to learn. There are four interrelated and integrated components of the 

model (personal visits, screening, group connections, and resource networking) that certified parent 

educators deliver while emphasizing parent-child interaction, development-centered parenting, and 

family well-being. Providing services in SC since 1990, PAT reaches nearly 2,500 children and families 

in need of services every year.

Contact: Mary Anne Mathews, PAT State Director, 803.734.0397, mmathews@scfirststeps.org

Reach Out and Read Carolinas

Reach Out and Read prepares our youngest children living in low-income communities to succeed by 

partnering with doctors to prescribe books and encourage families to read together. Serving children 

within the medical home from the earliest months possible, local Reach Out and Read Carolinas’ 

programs reach parents of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers as a vital part of the continuum of early 

learning services and supports for parents. The evidence-based, two-generational Reach Out and 

Read intervention is extremely cost-efficient, effective, and highly scalable because it leverages the 

existing health care system and national, state, and local public and private partnerships.

Contact: Callee Boulware, Executive Director, 828.290.9049, callee.boulware@reachoutandread.org

The Teacher Cadet Program 

The Teacher Cadet Program is a highly effective high school recruitment program aimed at attracting 

the best and brightest students to the teaching profession. Its mission is to encourage academically 

able students who possess exemplary interpersonal and leadership skills to consider teaching as a 

career, and it provides the opportunity for schools and districts to identify and recruit “homegrown” 

teachers and educators, providing a gateway for these academically talented students to return to 

their communities as education professionals. Founded in 1986, the program has grown to include 

approximately 165 South Carolina high schools serving nearly 2,500 juniors and seniors annually.

Contact: Marcella Wine-Snyder, Program Director, CERRA, 803.323.4032, winesnyderm@cerra.org

Our great thanks to SCETV for the production of the finalists’ video features.  

SCETV’s unstinting and ongoing support of this program is invaluable. 



About the Dick and Tunky Riley WhatWorksSC Award for Excellence
The Dick and Tunky Riley WhatWorksSC Award for Excellence is dedicated to the memory of Ann
“Tunky” Riley, a devoted teacher and passionate advocate for quality public education for all children.
While she was South Carolina’s first lady, Tunky Riley worked tirelessly to increase funding and 
support for public education, playing an instrumental role in the passage of South Carolina’s Education 
Improvement Act, as she garnered grassroots support throughout the state. She also created a 
South Carolina Partnership for Parent Involvement in Education. During Dick Riley’s eight years as 
U.S. Secretary of Education, she traveled extensively in support of his initiatives to improve academic 
standards, to make high-quality education more accessible for lower-income families, and to expand 
college grant and loan programs. In 2008, Tunky died at the age of 72 from breast cancer.

About WhatWorksSCSM 
WhatWorksSC is a web-based resource that includes an expert series of policy papers, a 
clearinghouse of statewide initiatives, and a compilation of case studies. This resource connects 
strategies for creating world-class schools, detailed in the Riley Institute’s 2006 Hewlett-funded study 
“In Their Own Words: A Public Vision for Educational Excellence in South Carolina,” to a number of 
promising in-state initiatives that are working to improve public education. The resource includes an 
expert series that further explores the findings of the study, written by education leaders from across 
the state; case studies that provide useful examples of innovative initiatives; and a clearinghouse that 
houses outstanding details of programs with evidence that shows they really work. Today’s finalists 
were selected from the over 100 entries in the WhatWorksSC clearinghouse.

WhatWorksSC is continually seeking information about exemplary education initiatives and  
welcomes ongoing nominations for consideration for future awards at riley.furman.edu/education/
clearinghouse-nominations.

Learn more at riley.furman.edu/education
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